










1967
�Q  Dr. Charles Mérieux 
creates Fondation Mérieux 
in memory of his father. 
This independent family 
foundation fights against 
infectious diseases in 
developing countries. 

It obtains public interest 
status in 1976.

Fondation Mérieux helps 
disseminate medical and 
scientific innovations and 
train health professionals 
around the world.

The Pensières Conference 
Center on the shores of 
Lake Annecy in France plays 
an important role in sharing 
knowledge in the field of 
public health. 

Fondation Mérieux 
participates in many public 
health initiatives and in 
1983, drives the creation of 
Bioforce, a training 
institute for humanitarian 
professions. Bioforce now 
has branches in France, 
Senegal, and soon in 
Jordan.

In the field of research,  
Fondation Mérieux creates  
the Jean Mérieux P4 
Laboratory in Lyon in 1999 
to study unknown and 
dangerous pathogens. 

This research unit is now 
managed by Inserm.

Since 2005 and under the 
impetus of Dr. Christophe 
Mérieux, Fondation Mérieux 
has been reorienting its 
activities in the field,  
at the heart of infectious 
outbreaks, close to 
vulnerable populations.

Fondation Mérieux has 
created a network of sentinel 
diagnostic laboratories,  
the Rodolphe Mérieux 
Laboratories, to improve 
epidemiological monitoring 
of infectious diseases and 
patient treatment.

Through these reference 
laboratories, it offers applied 
research programs and 
trains health professionals 
in these countries. As a 
result, it is currently helping 
to strengthen healthcare 
systems in more than  
25 countries in Africa, Asia, 
the Middle East, Latin America, 
Madagascar, Haiti…

2001
�Q  Chantal and Alain 
Mérieux create Fondation 
Rodolphe Mérieux in memory 
of their son Rodolphe.  
It becomes Fondation 
Christophe et Rodolphe 
Mérieux in 2006 following 
the death of their son 
Christophe.

Hosted by the Institut de 
France, the Foundation was 
created with the support of its 
Chancellor, Pierre Messmer. 
It is now Institut Mérieux’s 
reference shareholder, with 
one-third of its capital. 

It receives the only dividend 
paid by Institut Mérieux, 
providing meaning to the 
performance of the Group’s 
companies.

Fondation Christophe et 
Rodolphe Mérieux works 
closely with Fondation 
Mérieux, which implements 
projects in developing 
countries. 

It acts to help the most 
fragile people among us, 
mothers and children. 
As part of a comprehensive 
health approach, it aims to 
provide better health care, 
housing, education, and 
economic reintegration. 

To do so, it has supported 
the creation of orphanages 
and schools in Haiti, 
mother-child care centers in 
refugee camps in the Middle 
East and Bangladesh, 
maternity wards in Mali, 
micro-credit programs in 
Haiti and Mali, nutrition 
programs in Madagascar, 
and so on.

Fondation Christophe et 
Rodolphe Mérieux also 
supports research through 
the Dr. Christophe 
Mérieux Prize, awarded 
every year to researchers 
working in the field.

Since the creation of  
the Prize in 2007, 14 scientists 
have been recognized for 
their work on major diseases 
in developing countries.

Through this Prize,  
Fondation Christophe and 
Rodolphe Mérieux is 
promoting high-level local 
research and helping 
researchers pursue their 
work in their country of 
origin.
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The history of our family gives the meaning  
that drives our desire to keep innovating  
and our entrepreneurial spirit.

ALAIN MÉRIEUX


